Module 2: Victims and Victimization
Mastery Activity Assignment
Criminology: Theories, Patterns and Typologies 13th ed (pg. 62)

Directions: Answer the following questions below, fully.  Please type your answer under each question using a different text color.  

1. Name six factors that can make a target more suitable.  State whether the factor is active or passive precipitation and how the factor makes a target more suitable.  Your answer should be in paragraph form. (2 pages, double spaced, 10 points) 
One factor that makes a target more suitable is their lifestyle choices.  Riskier lifestyle choices lead to higher victimization risk.  For example, a person with a low risk for victimization will be aware of their surrounding and avoid potentially dangerous situations like leaving their car doors unlocked or walking alone at night.  A person with a medium risk for victimization will be more carless than a person with low risk.  The medium risk person might walk to the car alone at night but lock their car doors, so why the car is safe the walk to the car alone at night is not.  Finally, a person with high risk of victimization would not be precautious putting themselves in vulnerable situations.  This factor is passive precipitation.  
Another factor that makes a target more suitable is their demographics.  Age, race, gender, and environment all play apart in this. An example of this would be a woman, child, or elderly person standing alone by themselves and no one is around, an empty house or house that doesn’t seem “protected.” The attractiveness of the target is related to its material or symbolic desire for the offender.   This factor is passive precipitation.
Economic status makes a target more suitable.  Crime rates are normally higher in poorer communities.  Likewise, offenders come from poorer communities which makes a victim more likely to run into the offender or, on the other hand, become an offender.  Lower income communities have more guardians due to the higher crime rates.  This factor could be both active and passive precipitation.  Active because these areas are more violent so the victim could use threats or even attack first.  Passive because the victim could have characteristics that unknowingly threatens the attacker. 
   Moreover, one’s social activities makes a target more suitable.  The type of activities, the timing of them, where they occur, their environment all is important.  If a person is more social, they have a higher risk for victimization because they are exposed to potential offenders and guardianship is low.  This factor is passive participation because the victim unknowingly incites the aggressor.
Finally, substance abuse makes a target more suitable.  Crime rates and violence increases when people use alcohol and/or drugs.  Being around somebody who has engaged in such activities increases their likelihood of becoming a victim.  On the other hand, if you are intoxicated, it’s going to be difficult to fight off offenders which makes you a more attractive target.  This factor could be both active and passive precipitation.  Active because the victim deliberately attacks first due to the drugs and/or alcohol.  Passive because if the victim is intoxicated, they incite the aggressor.   














2.  Briefly explain (2-3 sentences each) each of the following theories.  The lecture videos for each theory is available in the stated module. Each response should have at least one citation (the lecture videos).  Be sure to try and cite appropriately using APA style. (5 points)
a) Rational Choice Theory (Module 3): Crime is a rational decision to violate any law and is made for a variety of reasons, including greed, revenge, need, anger, lust, jealousy, thrill-seeking, or vanity.  
a. Implies that criminals are rational in their decision-making and despite the consequences, the benefit of committing the crime out ways the punishment. 
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Traits Theory (Module 3): Certain personality traits can predispose one to crime.  
c) Social Structure Theories (Module 4): Emphasize the relation between social structure and criminal behavior.  Disadvantaged economic conditions are influential factors in criminal activity.
a. Social Disorganization Theory: Links crime rates to neighborhood ecological characteristics.  A person’s residential location is a factor in shaping the likelihood that person will become involved in illegal activities.  
b. Strain Theory: Crime is a function of the conflict between goals people have and their means to legally obtain them.  
i. lack of income or lack of education drives people to commit crime.  
c. Cultural Deviance Theory: Combines element of strain and social disorganization
i. Conformity to the prevailing cultural norms of lower-class society causes crime

Resources: 
Coats, J. (Director). (2020). Rational Choice Part 1 [Video file]. Retrieved 2020, from https://aamu.blackboard.com/ultra/courses/_34586_1/cl/outline
Coats, J. (Director). (2020). Social Structure Theories Part 1 [Video file]. Retrieved 2020, from https://aamu.blackboard.com/ultra/courses/_34586_1/cl/outline
Coats, J. (Director). (2020). Rational Choice Part 2 [Video file]. Retrieved 2020, from https://aamu.blackboard.com/ultra/courses/_34586_1/cl/outline
Coats, J. (Director). (2020). Social Structure Theories Part 2 [Video file]. Retrieved 2020, from https://aamu.blackboard.com/ultra/courses/_34586_1/cl/outline


Draft of Term Paper: To prepare for the final term paper, you are asked to submit small portions with each mastery activity. In the Term Paper Folder, you will find the outline for the paper along with the rubric. The more written work you submit each week the more feedback you will receive, which should increase your final grade on the term paper. Please submit: Outline of location with 2 sources you plan to use in the location section. Attempt to cite sources correctly using APA format. (10 Points)
· Describe a Location or Neighborhood
· Where is the location? Chicago 
· What types of residential and commercial properties are in the location? Depending on the side of town, there are either nice properties or abandoned properties.  
· Who are the residents of the location and other persons that frequent the location? Gang activity is more prevalent in middle and lower-class communities.  
